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The Demise
of the Buell
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An in-depth look at the forces ‘AW
that brought down America’s
sporthike maker

BY STEVE ANDERSON

Erik Buell, the building that
bore his name and the street-
going superbike that didn’t
make it to production.
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MOMENT IN 1993, IN A LAWYER’S OFFICE IN
AWisconsin: Erik Buell sits at his attorney’s
desk, with a contract from Harley-Davidson
in front of him that will terminate the then-cur-
rent Buell Motor Corporation while creating a new
entity, the Buell Motorcycle Company.
In many ways, this is a fulfillment of Erik Buell’s
dream: He will finally have the resources to cre-
ate the American motorcycles he has passionately,
fervidly wanted to make. But his attorney sits there
urging that he not sign the contract: “It amounts
to indentured servitude,” he says. “You're put-
ting yourself in bondage if you sign this contract.”
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PERFORMANCE WITH
COMFORT & VENTILATION

GP-TECH | STEALTH SV | 4 SV =1=1

GIACOMO AGOSTINI I BARRY SHEENE | KENNY ROBERTS | RANDY MAMOLA | ANGEL NIETO
THESE AND OTHER PATNERSHIPS HAVE WON OVER 130 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP TITLES
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Rated by SHARP, on European certificated helmets: http://sharp.direct.gov.uk







Technical Motorcycle Gear
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Airglide 3 multi season, mesh tech systems jacket - Authentic Cordura® reinforced shell with ballistic airflow mesh panels
Thermolite® lined two stage waterproof inner jacket - CE armor - Motion Flex back protector - 3M Scotchlite™ trim

Gloves - 760 Air Force Gel - Full mesh back - Padded nylon E *l www.olympiagloves.com Phone: 914-347-4737 "
stretch panels - Gel padded palm for maximum comfort E oy
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